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Trip to Kashi and Gaya,;
Narration of the Birth of Goat S

| bow down to SeeGanesh

| bow downto SeeSaraswati

| bow downtotheGuru

| bow dovntotheFamily Daty

| bow down to See Sta-Ramadchandra
| bow down to SeeSadguru Sinath.

Blessed are your feet Sree Sai! B | essed is your re membrance
and blessed is yo ur * darshan ’, whic h frees us from t he bond
of Karma.

Though your corporal form is invisible to us at present, yet

if there is faith and devotion, the devotees get livin g
experiences. The s pirit in th e samadhi is awak ened an d
becomes instantaneously visible.

By an invisible and subtle thread, you draw your devotee s
from far and near.

You bring them an d keep them a t your feet, and embra cethe m
hugging them clo se to your heart , like a mo ther ho Ids her
child. You nurture them easily.

No one knows whe re you are, bu t you so skillfully pull th e
threads that ulti mately they realis e that you ar e behi nd the
devotees, to help and support them.

The intelligent, wise and learned get entangle din the web
of the world du e to their egotism; but the poor, sim ple an d
devout are indulged by you with your power.

Inwardly and invi sibly you play al | the games, but show the

flag of detachment. You do things and pose yourself as a
non- doer. Nobody ev  er knows your ways.

Therefore, let us surrender body, speech and mind at you r
feet and always chant your name for destroying our sins.

You fulfil the de sires of the desir ousandt o the de tached,
give the bliss o f your abode. Cha nting your sweet name is
the easiest sadhana for your devotees.

By that the sins will be destroyed. Passion and ignoranc e
will undoubtedly be wiped out . Goodness will gradually
arise; and after that, the store of merits will increase.

Once righteousness is awakened, dis passion will follow
quickly. The se nse pleasures lo se their hold a nd self
knowledge manifests immediately.

Knowledge is reac hed due to discrim i nation. Then we a bidei n
our Self and beco me humble at th e Guru’s feet. This iswhat

is called complete surre nder to the Guru.
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The one and only sure sign of the s urrender at Sai's feeti s

that the disciple becomes calm and peaceful and perfe ctshi s
devotion with eagerness and joy.

Loving devotion to the Guru is the sacred law; ‘| am That '
is the essence of Knowledge; disli ke for the sense pleasure
is the supreme dispassion. Aversion for conditione d
existence comes at that stage.

Blessed is the greatness of such devotion, which i S
performed with s i ngular faith an d devoutness, fo r peace,
detachment and repute invariably follow that, as they ar e
always in its power.

What can he lack who has such devo tion to the Guru? He will
have whatever he desires without effort.

Union with God comes in the wak e of such devoti on, as a
slave given as a marriage g ift. S alvation is not i n doubt
and holy places long to touch such feet.

In the earlier c hapter, Dixit's reading of the Bhagvat was
narrated; also th e devotion of the Nine Yogis was d escribed
and how the  darshan was given of Sai's feet.

Sai devotee, Anandrao Pakhade, described the marvellou S
dream he had and the glory of devotion to Sai.

Whoever Sai take s under his prot ection, Sree Sai abides
always with him, day and night, w hether he is a t h ome or
continents away.

Wherever the devotee goes, in each and every place, he finds

Sai has preceded him and gives him darshan 'unexpectedly.

| am going to narrate a wonderful, novel story for you

listeners and yo u will be amaze d h earing it. It wi Il giv e
you pleasure.

Listening to the words of Sa i, 1 nt his story will ma ke eve n
the happiness o f ‘samadhi ' pale into insignificance. Th e
virtuous devotee will be filled with Self Bliss.

Listening to thi S sweet story, wh ere there is a mavel a t
every step, will make the listeners forge t

themselves a nd they will be greatly

overcome with emotion.

The sacred threa d ceremony of Ba bu, the
eldest son of Kakasaheb Dixit, was fixe d
for performance at Nagpur.

The marriage of the eldest son of Nan a

Saheb Chandorkar was also fixed, fo r which

it would b e necessary to go to Gwalior. Ramakrishna Dixit
Nana felt that th ere should be no d elayo n diasBabu
account of Kaka, after the thread ceremony was over, to go

to Gwalior for the wedding.

He wanted Kakat o come from Nagpu r to Gwalior with out a ny
stress. Therefore, he fixed su ch an auspicious time whic h

would be suitable to both.
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Then, Nana the f oremost of the de votees came with eagerness
to Shirdi for S ai's ° darshan ' an d to invite hi m for th e
marriage.

Kaka Saheb was already there. Nana went to the Masjid to
invite Bab  a for the marriage, with folded hands.

Then Baba said: “ Good. Take Sha nmya with yo u
later Kaka invited Baba for the thread ceremony.

Two day s

Baba told him als o0 the same thing: “ Take Shamya wit hyo u”.
But Kaka Saheb earnestly begged Baba to come h imself.

Thereupon, he p romptly replied: “After doing Kashi and
Prayag quickly, | will be ahead of Shamya. How much time
does it take for me to arrive ?”

Now, listeners, mark these words to understand their tru e
meaning for they show Baba's all - perva siveness.

Be that as i t may, after lunch Madh avrao began to thi nk tha t
once he had reached Gwalior, Kashi would not be far away
from there.

He borrowed one hundred rupees from Nandram (Marwadi) fo r
his travelling expenses. Then he went to get Baba' s
permission to leave and asked him with great reverence:

“Since | am goi ng to Gwalior fo r these ceremonies, | fee I
that it would be proper to t ake the opportu nity to
incidentally go to Kashi and Gaya.

Therefore, Lord, | touch your fee t andaski f | c anvisi t
Kashi and Gaya " Baba happily gave permission to Madhavra o]
to go .

Moreover, he said to him: “Why do you ask redundant
guestions? Whatever happens, in the natural course, shoul d
definitely not be misse d”.

So be it. On rec eiving such a p er mssion, Madhavrao engaged
a vehicle and left for Kopergaon. Then he met Appa (Kote).

Appa was going to Chandavad to bring his grand - daughter.
When he heard abo ut the proposed id ea of going t o0 Kashi, h e
jumped out of his tonga .

Though he did no t have enough mon ey to go to Kashi , hed d
not want to give up the company of a person like Madhavrao.

Madhavrao encouraged him, so there was nothing to preven t
Appa Kote He go t into the vehic | e happily and q uickly
taking advantage of the situation.

Appa Kote, Patil , was well -to-do. But he did no t have any
money for the travel. Therefore, he dreadfully feared that
he would miss the pilgrimage to Kashi.
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When the time is favourable, one should seize th e
opportunity. Appa felt he should de finitely h ave the company
of Madhavrao.

As it was, know i ng his predicam ent, Madhavrao ¢ ave hi m
timely encouragement and took him to Kashi, and fulfille d
his wishes.

They went forward to Nagpur to at tend the thread c eremony,

where Kaka Saheb gave two hundred rupees to Madhavrao fo r
expenses.

From there, they went to Gwalior for the wedding. Nana Saheb
gave one hundred rupees to Madhavrao, at that time.

Shrimant Jathar, a relative (t he father -in-law of his
child), also gave one hundred rupee s. Thus Nana  showered hi s
affection on his Guru bandhu .

Jathar was the o wner of a beautif ul gem -encrustedt emple of
Lakshmi — Narayan, at Mangal Ghat  of Kashi.

He also had a beautiful Sree Ram temple at Ayodhya. He
entrusted his m anager with the task of welcom ing thes e
guests at both the places, with all courtesies.

From Gwalior th ey went to Math ura, accompanied by Oze
(Inamdar of Palaspa), Biniwale (brother -in - law of Nana) and
Pendharkar (son - in - law). These three returned from there.

Madhavrao and Kote went from there to Prayag; and entere d
Ayodhya in time for the Ramnavmi festival.

They stayed there for twenty -one days and spent tw o0 months
at Kashi, during which time the ecl i pses of the moo nandth e
sun took place. Then both of them left for Gaya.

While they were b oth in the train ,t hey heard that th erewa s
a plague epidemic in Gaya, and tha t in every nook an d corner
people were worried.

By the time th e train arrived at th e station, it wa s a Iready
nightt So both of them com fortably rested at th e
" Dharmashala ' there.

So be it. Th e Gayawal (priest who arranges and provi des for
the lodging and b oarding of the pil grims) camet 0 meet the m
early in the morning. He said: a Hur ry up. The pilgrimage ha s
already starte de.

Madhavrao who was distu rbed in his mnd, asked him i n al ow

voice: aWe are coming. But has the plague epidemic affected
your locality ?0

Then, he replied tothem: 2 Come and see for yourself . There
is nothing of th e kind there. Come with me, without a ny fea r
ordoubt s°.
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Enough! Then both of them went to the residence of the
Gayawal . Seeing h i s large and palat i al house, they we rever y
pleased.

There was another reason also for their happiness; because
where they had sa t down they saw a portrait of Baba i n fron t
of them. Madhavrao was choked with emotion.

It was beyond th eir expectation t 0 have a visio n of Sai' s
portrait, in a place so far away as Gaya!

Madhavrao was deeply moved and hi s eyes filled wit h tears.
a Why haveyoust arted crying ?0°, askedthe Gayawal ofh im.

As Madhavrao was crying without any apparent cause, Gayawal
was full of doubts and was disturbed.

Gayawal became very disturbed, believing that Madhavrao was
worried about the plague in Gaya and how his p i lgrimage
would be affected.

a] have already told you that ther e is no plague he re. Yet
you are worried. | am really surprised.

If you do not tr ust me, why don't you ask all thes e others?
Not even a hai r on your head wil | be harmed. Wh y are yo u
crying?

Observe this pilgrim who is cry ing all the time, without

reason, as he ha s been shocked b y the plague epide mc an d
has lost his courag eo.

Therefore, Madhavrao tried to explain to the Gayawal what
was in his mind; 8 How has my Mauli (Sai) come here ahead o f
me? ©

a After doing Kashi and Prayag qui ckly, | will b e ahead of
Shamya®, were Ba ba's earlier word s. Here was the p r oof in

the form of this portrait!

Seeing Baba's por t rait in front o fh imassoona s he entered
the house, he felt it a great miracle on noting this
unexpected ci  rcumstance.

He was choked wi th emotion and lo ve; his eyes wer e fille d
with tears of joy ; his whole body was horripilating; and he
was profusely sweating.

This condition of Madhavrao ha d an adverse ef fect o n
Gayawal 's mind. H e truly felt tha t he was cryin g because of
the fear of plague.

Shama, then, out of curiosity asked the Gayawal : 2Tellusi n
detail how you obtained this picture o

Later, Gayawal began to narrate the full circumstances tha t
happened twelve years back to Mad havrao. It was a niracle.

Listen to it.
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The Gayawal employed, not one bu t two hundred t o thre e
hundred agents to note down detai | s of the pilgrim ages (to
Gaya) at Manmad and Puntambe.

Looking after th e comfort of th e pilgrims was Gayawal 's
business. When he was en gaged in this work, Gayawal once
went to Shirdi.

He heard that Sa i Samartha was a g reat Saint. He de cidedt o
have his  darshan and be purified.

He took Sai Baba's darshan and prostrated at his feet. There

arose a desire in him to have a picture of B aba.

Madhavrao had a portrait hanging on his wall whi ch th e
Gayawal asked fo r, and which wa s g iven to him wit h Baba's
permission.

He recollected t hat this was hi S 0 wn picture and t his wa s
the same Gayawal! "How did Bab a send me here? An d make me

meet him after a long time,' was his thought.

Considering the f act that this had happened
twelve years ago , how and why wou 1|d it be
remembered? He ha d not thought o fi tagain
at all!

But, Baba's leela  was unfathomable! He had
sent Shama there only ; and, there only he
had given his darshan . Gayawal was also
very pleased.

. Madh
Shama then recall  ed that this wa st he same Dempan?ga;as
picture given from his home to the same (Shyama)
Gayawal after taking Sai Baba's permission.
The Gayawal remembered that he had earlier s tay ed wit h
Shama, after arriving at Shirdi, and it was he who had
helped him to have Baba's darshan .
Then there was no end to their joy, remembering their mutual
obligations. He | ooked after Sham a with the utmos t care
providing all the conveniences at Gaya.
How opulent was his home, at th e door of whic h swayed
elephants! He sa t in a palanqui n and made Shama ride a n
elephant.
Taking all the essentials for the worship, they j oyously
went to  Vishnupad !. They gave a rit ual bath to the de i ty and
offe red” pind # as per the prescribed procedure.
Later the Brahmin s were gratified a nd given food also , afte r
the offering o f “naivedya ' Th e pilgrimage wa s happil y

concluded with Baba's grace.

The essence of this whole story is that Baba's words are
significant. That can be experience d, word by word . Hislove
for his devotees was immense.
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It was not onl y | ove for the devo t ees, but he trea ted al |
creatures alike. He was supremely one with all of them also.
He had excessive liking for them.

Someimes on his way back from th e L endi to the Masji d, whe n
he was casually walking, he met a flock of goats. Baba wa s
filled with joy.

Casting a benig n glance on th e whole flock, he woul d
sometimes pick one or two of the goats, and set them aside.

Baba would immediately give whatever price was as ked fo r

them by the owner. Then he would keep them at Kondaji's.
This was Baba's habit.

On one occasion, Baba purchased two goats, paying thi rty -two
rupees. Everyone was amazed.

As soon as h e saw these two, a s udden love spran g up for
them! He went near them and patted them on their backs.

Seeing both of t hem born as ani mals, Sai Samarth a fel t
compassion for t hem. Finding them in such a state , he was
full of pity and a sudden outburst of love.

Taking them nea r him, Sai lovi ngly fondled the m Al |
the devotees we re surprised, se eing Baba's fond ness for
them.

Sai recalled th eir immense gree diness in their previous
lives. Sai felt love for them seeing their present anima I
birth. Incomparable pit y arose for them.

When the price c ould have been tw O rupees, ora t the most
three or four, Baba had given s i xteen. This was beyon d

understanding. Tatyaba was amazed by it.

The price was asked and the bargain sealed. Seeing this with
their own eye s, M adhavrao along wit h Tatya scoffed a t Baba's
behaviour.

Why did he give sixteen rupees for goods worth two rupees?
Did Baba have no value for money? Or is it that he acted a s
per his will? Even this argument was not tenable!

Both were greatly fuming and fretti ng. Why did Bab a conclude
such a bargain? Both of them blamed Baba. What kind of
bargain was this?

How was Baba so deceived? All the people gathered there to
see this. Baba remained calm, as if nothing was lost.

Though both of th em were thus angr y and blamed Baba , he was
not at all mov ed. He remained unmoved and pea cefull y
blissful.

Then, with respect and humility both of them asked Baba:
a What type of generosity is this ? Thirty -two rupe es have
been wasted ! °

It was only a question of money! Sai smiled when h e heard
it, and thought "How should | convince these mad people?'
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But Baba's comp osure was remark able. Not a jot of his
firmness was shaken. This is the sign of ultimate peace. All
the people were surprised.

How could foolish ness ever touch th e onewhoha s not a trac e
of anger, experiences supreme peace and sees God in all
creatures?

One who is competent of correct judgement does not permi t

anger to approach. If by chance it happens the treasure of
peace is unlocked.

How can | describe the greatness of him, whose constant
thought was ° Allah Malik ‘2 How life was deep, unfathomable ,
very pure and beneficial.

He who was th e womb of know I|edge, the treasure of
discrimination, ocean of Self Bliss , and whose intell ect was
overflowing with mercy, thrice purified spoke thus. Liste n
to it.

Seeing the persistence of both, Baba decided to explain:
aWhen | dono t have a place to sit or a home, then why
should | accumulate mone yo°.

Further, he said : a8Go toth e shop first and brin g lentili s
after purchasing them. Give them one seer of it to their
heart's satisfaction. Then, give them back to the herdsma ne.

According to the i nstructions, they immediately gave lentils
to the goats t 0 eat. Then without | osing any time, th ey wer e
returned to the flock.

This Sai Avatar is clearly the embodiment of benevolence

What could Tatya, Shama or anyone e | se suggest to hi minth e
way of noble thoughts?

After feeding them lentils with great love and o bservi ng
that they were we | | satisfied, he a sked themtob e takent o
the owner, so that they could rest with the herd.

Thus the money w as spent and th e g oats were return ed — it
was a loss mak ing transaction. Then, Sai Baba told an
unusual story of their pas t births.

Baba loved both Tatya and Shama alike. To cool their anger
he told them a charming story.

Sai, on his ow n narrated the story of the previous bi rthso f
the goats. Listeners, hear it also.

a8 They were fortu nate in their pas t lives. Th ey wer e human
beings then, and stayed near me. Th ey had to bea r the fruit S
of their action.

These, that you see as goats, wer e brothers in the irpa st
lives. Their end came because o f their in - fighting. Thi s
brought such a result.

At first, there was love between t he brothers. The y usually
ate and slept tog ether and were con cerned about each other' s

welfare. There was great unity between them.



124. Though they were real brothers, they had great greed for

money, which brought enmity between them, be cause of their
own deeds and fate coming together, which brought immens e
suffering.

125. The older brother was very lazy. The younger was alway
industrious, which helped to accu nulate wealth. The elde r
brother was filled with envy.

126. The elder, because of his greed for money, nursed wrong

thoughts of removing the thorn from his path, so that he
would not lack money.

127. Greed for money became an obstacl e, and he wa s bli nded by
it, despite having eyes. He totally forgot brotherly lov e
and became ready t o kill him.

128. 1t is extremely difficult to fight destiny. Enmity aros e
without cause. Th ey came to know e ach other's duplic ity and
greed could not be controlled.

129. Their life span had ended. They totally forgot brotherly
love. They were greatly agita ted by offensive pride. The y
fought like enemies.

130. One injured the head of the other with a big stick and h e
fell down. The ot her, with the hel p of an axe , like wse hi t
his brother.

131. Then both of them fell down unconscious, shattered in a pool
of b lood. After a little while, they were without breath ,
and both died.

132. Thus came their end. They were th en born in thi sfomof
life. Such is the i r story, of whic h | was reminded i n detail
when | saw them.

133. To undergo the effects of their past actio ns, they wer e

reborn as goats. Seeing them unexpectedly in the herd, | was
overcome with love.

134. Therefore, spending money from my own pocket | thought o f
giving them refug e. You became th e i nstrument by whic h their
past actions stood in the way.

135. | felt compassion towards the goats. But because of your
insistence, | also agreed finally to return them to th e
herdsman® .

136. Be it so. Th e st ory ends here. Listeners, forgive me . Later
on, listen to the next chapter. You will be happy.

137. That also is ful I of supreme love . It is als o the necta r

from Sai's lips. Hemad humbles himself at Sai's feet and
requests the listeners.

May there be we |l -being. This i s the end o f the forty -sixt h
chapter of Sree Sai Samartha Satcharita , written by the devotee
Hemadpant; impelled by Saints and virtuous people, called aTrip
to Kashi and Gaya; Narration of the Birth of Goat so,

This is offered to Sree Sadguru Sainath

May there be auspiciousness!



Notes :

1. The image of Vishnu's feet at Gaya.
2. Rice balls offered to th e deceased ancestors.

NandaDegy in Lend Bagh



